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1. The economy—or “commerce”—of the game is created by using a set 
of playing-card-sized pieces that represent “factors of production” 
and other important aspects of the production cycle, including power, 
overhead and profit. The students buy, assemble and sell sets of these 
cards as outlined in the instructions. The sets are then traded for a 
card called an “Econo,” which represents all goods and services. 

2. Everyone in the class lives in a one- or two-person “Household.” Each 
Household must buy a certain number of Econo cards in order to 
survive. The more Econos they buy, the wealthier they are.

3. Everyone either owns a business, works for one, or works for the 
government. 

4. Types of businesses are:

 • Manufacturers

 • Distributors

 • Retailers

 • Banks

5. The Resource Corporation (RC) owns all the cards and has the  
critically important job of selling the cards to the other businesses 
and checking that packets have been assembled correctly.

6. Government jobs are:

 • Regulator/Inspector

 • Economist

 • IRS/Customs Agent

7. Before playing the game, everyone receives On-the-Job Training in 
how to build an Econo.

8. Your primary role in the game is as the “Director.”

The Econogame®  in a Nutshell
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Playing the Econogame
Can you make money, think on your feet, and be creative? The Econogame gives you the 
chance to find out. The game has three basic parts:  People (you and your classmates), Game 
Cards, and Time.

 
• People

So that you have money to shop at the store (a Retailer), you leave home and go off to work 
as a business owner (entrepreneur), banker, Government or Resource Corporation employee 
or wage earner. 

During the Econogame, you live in a Household in 
a country very similar to the United States. As a 
Householder, your main economic function is to 
go to the store and buy the things you need. 

The Rules – Student Instructions*

Let the Game Begin
Time 
When the Director gives the signal, you leave home and go off to work—this is Commerce. 
Commerce continues until the Director tells you to stop. During that time, you operate or 
work for a business, buy Econos for your Household, and make your loan payments.

To Help Keep the Game Fair and Honest, the Following Rules Apply:
1. Each business must assemble the cards as instructed.
2. Only Retailers can sell Econos to Households. Manufacturers and Distributors cannot sell 

to Households, nor can Households sell Econos to each other.
5. Labor cards represent people working. People have a choice about whom they want to 

work for. Therefore, Labor cards cannot be sold among businesses.
6. Life in the Econogame is governed by the U.S. Constitution. Once the game gets going, the 

Econogame Congress (everyone in the class) can make new laws and amend the rules.
7. Stealing money or cards, or counterfeiting either one, is a criminal offense. The Director 

shall set the punishment. 
8. No cards or money can leave the classroom.
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• Cards
In real life, the American economy produces a huge variety of goods and 
services. To keep things manageable in the Econogame, you will only 
produce and sell Econos. Econos symbolize all the goods and services that 
could be made in a real world economy. To survive and do well Households 
(everyone in the game) must buy those Econos. 

* Excerpted and abbreviated



Econogame Sample 1040 VEZ
HH # 15 Tax Year 2013

Names JC Nichols and Jane Hull

If your Household owns a business check here 

If your Household owns a Retailer check here 

Filing Status check box 

Single

Married,  
filing separately
Married, filing jointly 

# of Labor cards your Household sold this year: 60

# of Econos your Household bought this year: 98

Your business name or occupation/employer’s name owner/worker Nichols and Dimes (R5)

Your business name or occupation/employer’s name owner/worker Nichols and Dimes (R5)

Line 
#

Description Income Tax

1 Business calculations 
Profit (Loss) from Schedule C VEZ or 
Schedule K-1 (partnership) or 1120 $50,000

2 Household calculations 
a. Salary (Bank, Government, corporations only) 0
b. Wages (Labor cards) 32,000

3 Add Household interest (get from Bank) 200

4 Add Holiday Pay received by Household  
$2400 per person with Labor cards 2,400

5 Dividend income (get from corporation)
6 Total Income (add lines 1-5) 84,600
7 Tax – take the following percentages of line  6

5% up to $40,000 2,000
14% between $40,000 and $60,000 2,800
18% over $60,000 4,428
Total Tax 9,228

8 Round the amount on Line 7 to the nearest $10.  
Copy it here. This is the amount of tax your owe. Send it in. 9,230
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 Economy Humming
But Inflation Seen
As the third Quarter ends, 

the rate of inflation appears to 
be quietly increasing. Economic 
Analyst Sally Clark reports in 
some preliminary figures that the 
Retailers are selling Econos for 
$800, up from $750 the previous 
Quarter and $700 in the first 
Quarter of the year. ”Although 
final figures will not be released 
until later this week, there does 
appear to be some inflation in the 
FRUSA,” said Clark.

Some Factories and 
Retailers Experiencing 

Production Trouble
In the previous Quarter, there 

appears to have been a bottleneck 
in the production cycle, which 
caused a temporary but noticeable 
shortage of Econos. Households 
had to sit a long time before they 
were able to buy their Econos. 
“We think we’ve found the cause 
of our problems,” said Distributor 
Kim James, “and we’re well on 
the way to solving them. These 
difficulties also caused a number 
of workers to remain idle while 
the issues were looked into.

President Issues 
Executive Order to Help 
Underemployed Workers

President DuVall issued 
a new Executive Order today, 

requiring workers who are not 
fully occupied during Commerce 
to report to the Underemployment 
Office for additional work. 
The President said, “While it’s 
fortunate that unemployment 
is so low, underemployment 
due to lack of meaningful work 
leaves production workers idle 
and unhappy.” One worker was 
reported to say, “I was bored to 
death.” To fight this social ill, and 
until further notice, all employees 
not working all Quarter must 
report to the Underemployment 
Office, located in the center of  
FRUSA.

Business Owner
Stress Is High

Factory owners are 
experiencing high levels of 
stress due to the complex nature 
of the manufacturing process. 
“Assembling Econos is very 
time consuming,” said owner 
Jesse Brown. My housemate is 
the Government Inspector, so 
she doesn’t have time to do the 
Econo shopping.” Brown added 
that having to both work and shop 
is very hard, “especially since I 
can’t afford to hire more help.”

IRS Notice
Tax season is just around 

the corner. All tax returns and 
supporting paperwork must be 
correctly done. Random audits 
may also be performed.

Advertisement
Have an urge to write for The 

Financial Press Independent? Apply 
to the Director. Many wonderful 
opportunities. Good pay and 
benefits.

Advertisement
Advertise in The Financial 

Press Independent. We accept ads 
of all kinds, as long as they are 
in good taste. Inquire with the 
Director.

How To Use  
the Newspaper

This is a sample of the 
newspapers that are in the binder 
as well as on our website in MS 
Word. There are 28 “editions.” As 
more teachers play the game and 
send us their newspaper articles, we 
will post them on the web in fully-
editable MS Word format. See the 
“Additional Newspapers” link on 
the Econogame Samples Page.

Today

The Financial Press Independent
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